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HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY

INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM

B.A. IN HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE

History and philosophy of science (HPS) is an interdisciplinary undergraduate program that
seeks to understand the nature and historical development of science and related disciplines such
as technology, medicine and mathematics. Science can be studied as a relatively self-contained
system of ideas and practices with its own characteristic history, or as an outgrowth of social,
cultural, economic and political influences; both approaches are represented in this program.

Science is arguably the most powerful and consequential of all human enterprises, and students

are challenged to examine it through humanistic methods.

The HPS program provides the ideal bridge
between the humanistic and scientific worlds.
It can benefit:

« Science students who wish to understand
their subject in historical and philosophical
ways

or historical

Pre-med students who want to explore a
variety of history that allows them to pursue
material related to medicine

Engineering students seeking a valuable new
perspective on their discipline

The major provides a foundation for graduate
study in a range of academic disciplines and for
careers in business, medicine, law, public policy
and science journalism. Program faculty advise
students closely and informally, classes are small
and lively, and the HPS faculty maintain strong
relationships with scholars in many other
departments.

Students in the humanities and social sciences
whose interest in science is more philosophical

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS AND
COURSE OFFERINGS

The major requires 30 credit hours from courses
in philosophy and in history of science and
technology. The required courses are:

PHIL 101 Introduction to Philosophy
HSTY 151 Technology in European Civilization
PHIL/HSTY 203 Natural Philosophy |
PHIL 204/HSTY 207 Natural Philosophy I
HSTY 202 Science in Western Thought |1
PHIL 302 Modern Philosophy
HSTY/PHIL 390 Senior Seminar
Three approved electives are also required.
Please see the General Bulletin (www.case.edu/

bulletin) for a complete listing of courses offered
and detailed course descriptions.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Particular strengths of the program are rela-
tions between the history of science and

the philosophy of science, and between the
history of science and the history of technol-
ogy and medicine. Emphasized areas include
history and philosophy of biology, mathemat-
ics, chemistry and medicine.

Program participants have close connections
with colleagues in the sciences, engineer-
ing, the Case School of Medicine and other
University Circle institutions. This provides an
unusually stimulating interdisciplinary tone to
the HPS program.

Collections in the university libraries provide
rich resources for the study of the history and
philosophy of science. Historical materials on
science constitute a particularly strong part of
the university’s library holdings.

The Cleveland Health Sciences Library, located
on campus, has one of the country’s largest
and most valuable collections of books and
serials in the history of medicine, public
health and biological sciences.



® The Dittrick Center for the History of
Medicine, also on campus, is one of the
richest such facilities in the country including
a museum, archives and a fine rare book
collection.

* The Western Reserve Historical Society,
adjacent to campus, also has a superb library
containing many manuscript collections as
well as published materials, and
the Cleveland Public Library has the third
largest research collection of any city library
in the U.S.

RECENT GRADUATES

A recent survey of post graduation plans among
graduates of the College of Arts and Sciences
found that 55 percent went on to graduate or
professional school and the remainder pursued
other plans.

UGA 042507

General Bulletin
www.case.edu/bulletin

Office of Undergraduate Admission
Phone: 216/368-4450

E-mail: admission@case.edu

Web site: http://admission.case.edu

Case Western Reserve University
10900 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44106



	Text3: UGA 042507


