AMERICAN

INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM

B.A. IN AMERICAN STUDIES (SECOND MAJOR ONLY)

(CASE WESTERN RESERVE

UNIVERSITY o

The American studies program examines United States history and culture and is taught by
faculty from throughout the university. This approach combines American studies courses—
which emphasize connections among the economic, intellectual, social and political facets

of culture—with offerings from various traditional academic departments. Because of the

diversity of choices such a major allows, each student devises an individualized
y
program of study under supervision of the program director.

Students learn to analyze, conceptualize and
synthesize cultural phenomena in more than
one discipline. Students are encouraged to

seek links between disciplines in imagina-

tive ways, making use of the offerings of the
entire university. American studies is offered
only as a secondary major; this requires students
to declare their first major prior to selecting
American studies as the second concentration.

American studies is a flexible major that allows
students to pursue their own scholarly interests
across disciplines. Under the guidance of the
director, students put together their

own course plan. For example, a student
could choose to study the urban environ-
ment by taking courses in history, sociology,
anthropology and art history. Or perhaps a
student simply wants a more general sense of
American culture to add depth to the primary
maijor in history, literature or sociology. In this
case, American studies allows the student to
round out the understanding of U.S. culture and
society by taking classes in other disciplines.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS AND
COURSE OFFERINGS

All undergraduate majors are required to take
AMST 117 (Introduction to American studies),
HSTY 112 (Introduction to American History),
AMST 390 (Independent Study) and a choice

of one of the following: ARTH 270 (American
Art and Culture Before 1900), HSTY 381 (City as
Classroom) or SOCI 349 (Social Inequality).

In addition, students choose 18 hours from
courses approved by the director as having
a focus on American culture. These elective
courses must represent two to four disciplines
or they may constitute at least two areas
of concentration. Areas of concentration may
consist of courses from several departments,
or may center on an issue or theme in
American culture. These courses may be selected
from specific lists in the following departments:
anthropology, art history, economics, English,
history, philosophy, political science, religion,
sociology and theater arts.

ANTH 314 Cultures of the United States

ANTH 357 Native American Cultures

ANTH 389 Crossroads: Transformation of
Rural Blues into Urban Rock

ARTH 270 American Art and Culture
Before 1900

ECON 255The Economic History of the
United States

ENGL 356 American Literature Before 1865
ENGL 357 American Literature 1865-1914

ENGL 358
ENGL 359

ENGL 360

American Literature 1914-1960

Studies in Contemporary
American Literature

Studies in American Literature

ENGL 363H African-American Literature

ENGL 365
ENGL 366
HSTY 152
HSTY 253

HSTY 256
HSTY 257
HSTY 260
HSTY 261

HSTY 262

HSTY 266
PHIL 303

POSC 308
POSC 310
POSC 315

POSC 327
POSC 343

RLGN 206
RLGN 341

The Immigrant Experience
Minority Literatures
Technology in America

Technology and American
Culture

American Political History
Immigrants in America
Slavery and Emancipation

African-American History
1865-1945

African-American History
Since 1945

The Engineer in America
Topics in Philosophy of Science
The American Presidency

The Legislative Process

Black Americans and the
Political Process

Civil Liberties in America

Public Opinion and
American Democracy

Religion and Ecology

Religion and Postmodernism



SOCI302 Race and Ethnic Minoritiesin
AmericanSociety

SOCI349 Social Inequality
SOCI369 Agingin American Society

THTR327 AmericanTheaterand
Playwrights

Please see the General Bulletin (Wwww.case.edu/
bulletin) for detailed course descriptions.

RECENT GRADUATES

A recent survey of post graduation plans among
graduates of the College of Arts and Sciences
found that 55 percent went on to graduate or
professional school and the remainder pursued
other plans. Graduates majoring in American
studies have pursued careers in law, business,
social work, journalism, teaching, historic preser-
vation, public health and government.
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